
Grace Community Church             1 

                          GRACE NEWS 
                         Grace Community Church 
           An Evangelical Presbyterian Church       
                         16165 W. Mountain View Blvd. 
                                  Surprise, AZ 85374 
                                     (623) 975-9038 
                                          June 2015 
 

 
 

SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“A Stone’s Throw Away!” 

I don’t know how this phrase, “A stone’s throw away” ever came into vogue, but I do 
know what it means, or at least what it can mean. It means that we’re in “close 
proximity” to one another; like the distance that we could throw a pebble or stone. 
Summer is fast approaching and many of our people are away until the fall. Already I 
am missing their laughter, smiles and especially their hugs!   

We could easily become despondent, but let’s keep in mind that we’re really just a 
“stone’s throw away!” We can keep in touch with each other by sending cards, letters, 
e-mails, phone calls, etc. But we also have our monthly newsletter! It’s one way of 
keeping up-to-date on matters which concern us all.   

But let me ask you something. Did you ever consider yourself as a stone? That is to 
say, “a living stone”? Beginning in 1 Peter 2:4 we’re told that our Lord was a “living 
stone”; a stone that was rejected by men. And in some respects we, too, are “living 
stones”. Each day affords us opportunities to serve our Lord as “living stones” by 
which we are being built up spiritually as a holy priesthood. 

In the eyes of God we all are a precious stone, a gem; something that is of great 
value. And just as we are precious in the sight of the Lord; it stands to reason that we 
should value one another and lift up one another. So let’s make it a priority to keep in 
touch during the next few months. Write to us here at the church and let us know how 
we can be praying for you and for your loved ones. In turn, we will do the same!  

Until then, just remember we’re only a “stone’s throw away” as you remain forever in 
our hearts and prayers!   

Have a care, 

 
Pastor Cooper 
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Don’t Confuse Spirituality 
With Righteousness 

by R.C. Sproul 

When I first became a Christian I was 
introduced to the priorities of the Christian 
community. I learned quickly that it was 
expected of me that I have a daily devotion 
time, a time reserved for Bible reading and 
prayer. I was expected to go to church. I was 
expected to have a kind of piety that was 
evident by not cursing, not drinking, not 
smoking, and the like. I had no idea that 
biblical righteousness went far beyond these 
things. However, like most new Christians, I 
learned to emphasize such things. My personal 
letters took on a new pattern of language. They 
began to sound like pages from New 
Testament epistles. I soon learned to use 
Christian jargon in my everyday speech. I 
didn’t “tell” anybody anything; I “shared” it with 
them. Every good fortune was a “blessing,” 
and I found I could hardly speak without 
sprinkling my sentences with spiritual 
platitudes. 

Soon, however, I found that there was more to 
the Christian life than daily devotions and 
sanctified words. I realized that God wanted 
more. He wanted me to grow in my faith and 
obedience, to go beyond milk to the meat. I 
also discovered that Christian jargon was an 
almost meaningless form of communication, 
both to non-Christians and Christians alike. I 
found myself more interested in echoing a 
subculture’s lingo than in finding true 
godliness. 

My error was this: I was confusing spirituality 
with righteousness. I also discovered that I was 
not alone in this. I was caught up with a crowd 
who confused the means with the end. 
Spirituality can be a cheap substitute for 
righteousness. 

Over the years I’ve had many young Christians 
ask me how to be more spiritual or more pious. 
Rare has been the earnest student who said, 
“Teach me how to be righteous.” Why, I 
wondered, does anybody want to be spiritual?  

What is the purpose of spirituality? What use is 
there in piety?   

Spirituality and piety are not ends in 
themselves. In fact they are worthless unless 
they are means to a higher goal. The goal 
must go beyond spirituality to righteousness. 

Spiritual disciplines are vitally necessary to 
achieve righteousness. Bible study, prayer, 
church attendance, evangelism, is necessary 
for Christian growth, but they cannot be the 
final goal. I cannot achieve righteousness 
without spirituality. But it is possible to be 
“spiritual,” at least on the surface, without 
attaining righteousness. 

Jesus was a man of prayer. His prayer life was 
intense and powerful. He was a man of vast 
knowledge of the Scriptures. He obviously 
mastered the Word of God. He was spiritual. 
But His spirituality was not merely a surface 
thing. His inner life displayed itself in outward 
obedience, obedience even unto death. 

What is righteousness? The simplest answer 
to that question is this: Righteousness is doing 
what is right in the sight of God. This is a 
simple definition that is far more complex 
under the surface. To be righteous is to do 
everything that God calls us to do. The 
demands of true righteousness are so great 
and so many that none of us ever in this world 
achieves it perfectly. It involves following the 
whole counsel of God. 

Reprinted with permission: Ligonier Ministries 
Submitted by Earl Ellsworth 

 
Finance Committee Report 

For the month of April our unrestricted 
contributions were $30,253.00 and our 
expenses were $32,133.24. Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in May were 
$22,896.00 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $235.00 for the month of April.  
This fund is used for building and maintenance 
expenses and to cover emergency costs that 
may arise.             Your Finance Committee 
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June Birthdays 
6/01 George Masters 
6/02 Holly Schussler 
6/04 June Griesemer 
6/04 Jim Keinath 
6/05 Lois Flanagan 
6/08 Earl Gossard 
6/11  Helen Olien 
6/12 Don McIlheron 
6/13 Elaine Shiflet 
6/13 Nancy Snider 
6/14 Gary Bair 
6/14 Marshall Bohm 
6/14 Carroll Simmons 
6/17 Ed Knox 
6/21 Carol Jones 
6/22 Roger Wood 
6/24 Ruth Lasco 
6/24 Lynn Nessen 
6/24 Dave Pflepsen 
6/24 Mary Jo Utter 
6/29 Wayne Adams 
6/30 Linda Cormany 
6/30 Rose Kast 
Missionary Birthdays 
6/10    Sarah Hamilton 
Happy Birthday! 

 
June Anniversaries 
6/09 Jim & Esther Allen 
6/10 Dave & Bettti Pflepsen 
6/11 Bob & Barb Thompson 
6/13 Carl & Helen Olien 
6/14 Larry & Barbara Laursen 
6/17 Earl & Nelsine Ellsworth 
6/18  Lowell & Darlene Coulson 
6/18 Ken & Becky Reid 
6/20 Jim & Nan Fraser 
6/24 Jim & Gwen Keinath 
6/29 Jim & Marcia Visser 
6/30 Jerry & Nancy Savold 
Happy Anniversary! 
 

Thank You 
 
Dear Grace Family, 
 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your 
love and support. I have been a member of and 
served in many churches over the years, but 
except for the church of my youth this church home 
is unrivaled. I arrived a stranger. I remained a 
stranger no longer when Eda Laurion remembered 
the names Donna and Chuck after one visit. 
Donna’s health soon began failing and I received  

 
incredible love and support thru, including and after 
her memorial service. Then I met, married, and 
buried a second blessing to my life by the name of 
Betty. Betty and my dating days were watched by 
many. There was a large turnout for our wedding 
and even larger turnout for Betty’s memorial 
service.  You loved Betty because she was filled 
with the Holy Spirit like no other person. I have 
been supported at every step along this amazing 
journey and felt your love all along the way.  Now 
begins another new chapter in my life and I am so 
glad you are there to be a part of it.  Praise the 
Lord! 

                                       Chuck Lundeen 
 

Mission Report 
 

David and Christine Hamilton are missionaries with 
Youth with a Mission and have been so busy.  
Their home office is Hawaii but they do a lot of 
traveling all over the world promoting the Sphere 
View Bible. The Sphere View Bible is a book to 
better engage with the Bible and apply it to all 
areas (spheres) of our life, family, education, 
religion, government, business/economics, 
celebration (arts, entertainment, and sports), and 
median/communication. These spheres are present 
in every society no matter how small, informal or 
how large and organized. The Bible has something 
to say about God’s original design for these 
spheres and what the kingdom of God should look 
like, and we can see what God’s dreams are for 
our lives and our societies. 
 
The Hamilton’s are working to translate The 
Sphere View Bible into different languages.   
The latest ones they are working on are the 
Spanish and Thai languages. David does most of 
the promotion of the Sphere View Bible. Christine 
right now is doing a lot of hospitality with the 
SphereView-athon and the Chilean team. She also 
will be working with a couple of the counseling 
schools this quarter. 
 
As you can see they are busy in God’s work.  
Please pray for health and strength for both of 
them.              Submitted by Darlene Coulson 
 

 
Father’s Day – June 21st 

 
We thank You, Lord, for fathers true 

Who always spoke to us of You; 
Their great concern and tender care 
Assured us of their constant prayer. 
                                                   --Bosh 
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